















































One of the earliest and most tragically apparent deficiencies
in our training was in the construction of fighting positions, both
for individual riflemen and for crew served weapons. The maneuver
8lit trench and the two man foxhole were both inadequate. Where an
all night vigil is to be maintained, at least three men should be
together. Sand bags should always be available as soon as possible
after construction of the defensive position begins.l After the
first night on lLos Negros overhead protection for foxholes became
the first order of the day. This was especially true for autaratic
weapons, since the Japanese spared no effort to destroy them.

No matter how effective the defensive position, some method of
warning of approaching enemy is absolutely necessary. C ration
cans strung on wires proved effective in warning front line
positions. One artillery battalion later in the campaign tried
bolting together the metallic ends of cloverleaf ammunition bundles
minus the containers with the long centerbolt. These were strewn

haphazardly around the gun positions and it was impossible to walk

even in daylight without tripping on them.Z2
Fire control of automatic weapons in the fina protective line
during the early phases was virtually impossible. indiscriminate

firing is a fault of even well trained, battle experienced troops

1. Report No. 114, USAFFE Board, SWPA (Brewer Operations) 18 July 44

2. Report No. 107, USAFFE Board, SWPA, 8 July 1944, p. 12
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